[D] Said R. Zeira, “R. Simeon b. Laqish concurs with regard to the 
Sabbath that a braided partition does not afford protection in a gap 
larger than ten handbreadths. [The partition will not close off a 
huge gap.]” 


[E] Said R. Haggai, “The Mishnah has made the same point: 


[F] “They surround [the camp] with three ropes one above the 
other, on condition that between one rope and the next there be 
no space more than three handbreadths. The size of the ropes 
must be so that their [total] thickness is more than a 
handbreadth, so that the whole will be ten handbreadths high 
[M. Er. 1:9]. [If ropes are used they must be set within three 
handbreadths of another. If the ropes all together measure a bit 
more than a handbreadth, then the entire rope fence will be ten 
handbreadths. ] 


[G] “Now if you say that a braid affords protection for a space of more 
than ten handbreadths, along these same lines a single rope should 
do the same. [Creating the shape of a doorway serves only for ten 
handbreadths’ breach. |” 


[H] R. Jonah said R. Hoshaiah asked about the rule pertaining to 
the braid: “Is it placed above or at the side? 


[I] “If you say that it may be set on top [and that serves to create 
the shape of a doorway], then all the more so it may be set on 
the side [where it surely creates a symbolic gateway]. 


[J] “But if you say it may be set on the side, lo, as to setting it on 
top, that should not be done. 


[K] “If you say it is set on top, R. Haggai spoke well. 


[L] “If you say it is set on the side, then R. Haggai has said nothing 
whatsoever [at E-F].” 


[M] [Y. Suk omits:] [Why do you say so?] What is your choice? If 
it is placed on top, lo, it serves on top [to fill up a breach of ten 
handbreadths], and if it is set on the side, lo, on the side [it fills 
the same gap]. [Why reject Haggai’s statement, E-F?] 


[N] [Interpreting Haggai’s position,] Rabbis of Caesarea is the 
name of R. Jeremiah: “Apply the law to a case in which the 
reeds were in the form of poles [broad at the top and narrow at 
the bottom]. [The Mishnah at M. Er. 1:9 speaks of poles that 
are broad on top and narrow on the bottom. At the sides, then, 


